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The Academic World and Activities of
Choi Ho-chin in the 1930s to 1950s

Jin Seok Oh*

Abstract

This paper examines the academic world and career of Choi
Ho—chin, who had a profound effect on the development of both the
field and the later scholars of Korean economics. Choi Ho—chin was
well-known for keeping his research and lectures against the
influence of both political power and money. Due to his family
background, Choi had anti-Japanese sentiments from a young age
and observed the debate between Kim Gwang-jin and Paik
Nam-woon on the Asiatic mode of production while studying at
Bosung College. He decided to study economic history and find his
own research path. While studying at Kyushu Imperial University,
he switched his major to economics and pursued a systematic, but
comparatively balanced, study of the main economic theories of the
day. Choi Ho-chin was particularly influenced by his academic
adviser, Hatano Kanae, who required him to closely read The
Wealth of Nations and Das Kapital, while maintaining a balanced
perspective in his economic research. The results of his experience
studying abroad were apparent in his work published in 1942,
Modern Joseon Economic History. After Liberation in 1945, Choi
was influenced by Paik Nam-woon to use his studies and
knowledge in contributing to the establishment of the new nation.

Choi Ho-chin participated in the Joseon Academy and the National

* Associate Professor, Appenzeller School of Public Policy, Paichai
University, e-mail: jamesoh@pcu.ac.kr
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Culture Research Institute, as well as becoming a professor in the
department of economics at Gyeongseong University. He published
various economics textbooks in Korean and continued with his
research into Korean economic history, publishing volume one of
his Studies of Modern Joseon Economic History. In this book, he
used the Asiatic mode of production to explain the “Asian
stagnation” of Korean society. However, his “stagnation theory was
based on a particularly Asian characteristic, which could be used to
challenge the conventional perspective on the principles of global
development. Consequently, his research influenced scholars in the
1960's who advanced ‘internal development theory in order to

overcome his research.

KRF Classification: B030106

Key Words: Choi Ho-chin, Paik Nam-woon, Kim Gwang-jin,
Modern Joseon Economic History, the Asiatic mode
of production
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