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A Study on Electric Power National
Management System During the Late Japanese
Colonial Period

Jinseok Oh*

Abstract

This paper examines the determination process of the electric
power national management policy during the early 1940's. The
Japanese government commenced the electric power national
management with the foundation of the Electric Power
Administration and the establishment of the Japanese electric
generation and transmission Co. during the late 1930's, and
ordered the wunitary control over the electric power to the
Choseon Government-General for the formation of the electric
power control system over the whole Yen-Block. However, the
officials of the Chesinguk [Communication and Postal Bureau)
disapproved this order with mentioning the achievement of
existing electric power control policy. The Real Reason was
amakudari(Kf%) of the officials of the Chesinguk.

The colonial government could not refuse the electric power
national management no more by the strengthening of the order
of Japanese government. The colonial government made the
Siksanguk [Industrial Promotion Bureau) prepare the electric
power national management by reassigning the Electric Dept.

from the Chesinguk to the Siksanguk. Meanwhile, the electric

* Associate Professor, Appenzeller School of Public Administration,
Paichai University, e-mail: jamesoh@pcu.ac.kr
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companies wanted to evade the national control and maintain
their monopolistic positions. The colonial government held the
Choseon imsi jeollyok josahoe [Temporary Survey Committee on
Choseon Electricity) and heard the opinions of the electric
companies. Consequently the Choseon Electric Management Act
was proclaimed and the Choseon Jeonup Co. [Choseon Electric
Co.) was established for the purpose of the consolidation of the
electric generation and the electric transmission companies. By
the way, the ownership and management of the newly
established Choseon Electric Company was entrusted the
Japanese Nitrogen or the Japanese zaibatsu as a matter of fact.
This case showed “the government-zaibatsu combination” during

the late Japanese Colonial Period.

KRF Classification: B030106

Key Words: electric power national management system, electric
power control policy, the Choseon imsi jeollyok
josahoe (Temporary Survey Committee on Choseon
Electricity), the Choseon Electric Management Act,
the Choseon Jeonup Co. [Choseon Electric Co.]
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